
CALL
FOR
ENTRIES
AIA Middle Tennessee 
Design Awards 2023



July 14 2023 — Call for Entries Opens
July 28, 2022; 11:30 AM — Design Awards Submission Q & A Clinic
September 1, 2023, 11:59 PM — Final submission deadline. All submission requirements and payment(s) must
be completed online by this deadline. No exceptions will be made. 
September 5-16, 2023 — Jury Deliberations
October 19, 2023 — Celebration of Architecture

Payment shall be made online via aiamidtn.org/awards/ 

The AIA Middle TN Design Awards Program strives to recognize projects that represent the best of Middle Tennessee
architecture; projects that are exemplary for their thoughtful, sustainable, innovative, and well-crafted design. With
juries composed of highly-qualified professionals offering diverse perspectives and expertise, all submissions are
reviewed in the context of the project team’s goals and evaluated for thoughtfully designed resolution of those goals.
We will also highlight the importance of sustainable design—the jury may select award winners to also receive a
commendation for sustainable design at their discretion.

The jury’s selections are announced at the annual Awards Celebration. Winning projects are promoted within the
Middle TN community, cultivating an ongoing public interest in architectural excellence. 

This Call for Entries contains full guidelines through the submission process. The Common App for Design Excellence
is encouraged as part of your submission - download here. 

For questions about submitting to the Awards, please refer first to the Call for Entries and then contact
Lauren@aiamidtn.org.

SUBMISSION ASSISTANCE

SUBMISSION FEES (NON-REFUNDABLE) 
AIA Members: $275 
Non Members: $450 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 11:59 PM

9 PM DATES + DEADLINES
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AIA MIDDLE TN DESIGN AWARDS

https://aiamidtn.org/design-awards/
https://www.aiaaustin.org/sites/default/files/commonapp_2021_final.xlsx
https://aiamidtn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/DesignExcellence_CommonApp_2023v1_UNLOCKED.xlsx
https://aiamidtn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/DesignExcellence_CommonApp_2023v1_UNLOCKED.xlsx
mailto:ingrid%40aiaaustin.org?subject=
mailto:ingrid%40aiaaustin.org?subject=


Projects must be submitted in the name of the firm that executed the commission. If that firm has been dissolved
or its name has been changed, an individual or successor firm may enter projects under the name of the firm at the
time the project was executed.

Multiple entries of the same project by successor individuals or firms will not be accepted. For projects that 
involve multiple buildings, the architect submitting the project (or a portion thereof) must designate authorship 
of each portion of the project.

AIA Middle TN reserves the right to disqualify entries or projects not submitted in accordance with the stated rules.
AIA Middle TN is not responsible for errors in submissions. Submission of an entry is your authorization for AIA
Middle TN to publish your project. Awarded projects may be submitted for publication by the AIA in professional
journals and newspapers. 

Any registered architect may submit an original or collaborative project
completed after July 1, 2020 and before September 1, 2023. 

PROJECT
ELIGIBILITY

Eligible for Honor, Merit, and Citation, Excellence in Sustainable Design
and People's Choice Awards.

Projects that have received an AIA Middle TN award are not eligible for
another award.

AWARD
ELIGIBILITY

Licensed AIA Middle TN architects may submit built projects located
anywhere in the world. 

AIA Architects licensed in other states and non-AIA members may only
submit built projects located in Middle Tennessee. 

SUBMITTER
ELIGIBILITY

ELIGIBILITY 
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FINE PRINT



Small Project (25,000 sf or less)
Large Project (over 25,000 sf)
Healthcare
Interiors
Residential

A building, related group of buildings, a
renovated/ remodeled building or an
interior design project.

AIA Middle TN welcomes submissions from a variety of project types; however, projects are not awarded based on
categories. The checked box on the submission website will only be used within AIA Middle TN to organize projects
for review and to gather information about the work submitted by its members. AIA Middle TN does not require an
award to be given in every category, and relies on the collective expertise of the jurying process for winners to be
selected. We reserve the right to audit the submission and reassign the selected category. AIA Middle TN invites
projects of all types and sizes for review. Choose the category that best describes the submitted project. 

Any exercise in architecture with the
intent of actual construction (e.g.
competition entries, architectural
schemes not chosen by the client, or
actual projects which have not
completed construction.

Innovation, originality and/or vision
Conceptual clarity
Contextual responsiveness
Thoughtful material visualization
Incorporation and communication of 

The criteria for awards includes:

        principles of sustainability
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CATEGORIES

PURPOSE
+
RECOGNITION

CATEGORIES

CHOOSING A
CATEGORY

BUILT UNBUILT

The criteria for awards includes:
Innovation, originality and/or vision 

Conceptual clarity
Contextual responsiveness
Thoughtful materialization (economy of 

Incorporation and communication of 
principles of sustainability

       (design and/or construction methods)

        means, material selection and detailing, 
        craftsmanship)

Unbuilt



Each entry will be judged solely on the basis of a written narrative, submitted image collection, and Common App
for Design Excellence. Additional information is required for publication and promotion of the Awards program.
All competition submission material shall be properly uploaded online prior to the specified deadline.  Architects
can submit multiple projects.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, SEPT 1, 11:59 PM

SUBMISSION OVERVIEW
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DO NOT SHOW ANY INDIVIDUAL’S NAME, THE FIRM’S NAME, OR ANY OTHER IDENTIFYING
INFORMATION ON ANY SUBMISSION MATERIALS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE ENTRY FORM AND
TEAM LIST.

1) NARRATIVE 

•  
•  

• 

400 words limit
Discuss critical issues such as site constraints, design and detail
innovations, environmental considertations, context, and history.
Tell the abbreviated story of the project.

2) COMMON APP FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE (PAGE 9)

• 
•

•

•  

Not required, but encouraged
Fields that are not applicable or where information is
unavailable can be left blank
Use the Common App for Design Excellence Overview (Page 8)
to compose a 100-word Performance Statement for possible
sustainability recognition.
Anonymous for jury use. Download here

3) IMAGE COLLECTION

•  
•

 

•  
 

• 

•  
 
 

Will be uploaded as individual images, max 15 files.
Include, as applicable, a Site Plan and Building Plan. 
Site Plan requirement does not apply to interior projects.
Include the building plan(s) necessary to describe the building
arrangement and envelope. If including section or elevation 
drawings, indicate their location on the plans.
Additional drawings may include elevations, sections, wall sections,
details, diagrams, or renderings.
Include photos as required to adequately describe the site/building.
If the project is a restoration or adaptive reuse project, include at
least one image that describes conditions before work began. 
Graphic presentations shall not contain any sound, animation, video,
interactive graphics, or links to other files.

Site +
Building
Plan(s)

Additional
Drawings
and Photos

+

+

varied orientation

Individual
images
up to 15

https://aiamidtn.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/commonapp_2022_final.xlsx


4) CONSULTANTS & COLLABORATORS

 • Include all major design team members, project consultants,
builders, and special product suppliers with contact
information
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• 

•
 

Include numbered directory for images + photo credit

All images must have a photo credit and be cleared for use

5) IMAGE DIRECTORY + PHOTO CREDIT

SUBMISSION OVERVIEW

 The Owners and copyright holders of the photographs/images submitted to AIA Middle TN in connection with the
2023 AIA Middle TN Design Awards Program, hereby grant permission to the AIA Middle TN, to use and reproduce
this material for the following purposes: Include photo credit for all photos. 

1. For publicity to announce the awards and to educate the public about architectural design on AIAMIDTN.org.
2. Electronic images may be retained for the AIAMIDTN image library.

The AIA Middle TN will include credit and any notice of copyright on all electronic images that it publishes and will
include this information with material distributed to other media. However,  AIA Middle TN will not be responsible for
the failure of other persons or media to identify this information in its/his/her publications. No royalties or other
amounts shall be payable by  AIA Middle TN for use of these materials. 

PHOTO RELEASE



This year, changes have been made to the submission process to encourage recognition of sustainable strategies
and to serve as a reminder of the importance of environmental sensitivity as a part of holistic design excellence. The
following Guidance Document is intended as a framework to help each team's submission. In your narrative included
in the scorecard, please address how your team executed the following Measures of Design in your project. Not all
ten Measures are required, however it is encouraged to demonstrate how the project submitted performs above and
beyond what is described below. More on the Framework for Design Excellence >
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COMMON APP FOR DESIGN EXCELLENCE
OVERVIEW

*Aspects of these award submission changes were guided by the Common App for Awards Alignment program. This program is three-fold; to align awards
programs to support the values of the Institute embraced by the Big Move, to simplify the process of multiple award submissions so that firms of all sizes
and resources can fairly compete, and to collect, track, and make available to the membership consistent data of our work. By providing award juries with
broader and more consistent performance information, projects may be evaluated more holistically in multiple aspects of performance. Other chapters
across the US have started to use the Common App to better support the AIA’s Big Move Toward Environmental Stewardship The performance metrics
included in award applications will serve as a standing reminder of the importance of incorporating high performance strategies into all design projects. The
Top Ten Toolkit is available as a resource to help all firms understand and leverage these strategies in their design work. 

Measure 1 Design for Integration
Good design elevates any project, no matter how small, with a thoughtful process that delivers both beauty and
function in balance. Give examples of how individual design strategies provide multiple benefits across the full triple
bottom line of social, economic, and environmental value.
 
Measure 2 Design for Equitable Communities
Design solutions affect more than the client and current occupants. Good design positively impacts future occupants
and the larger community. 
 
Measure 3 Design for Ecosystems
Good design mutually benefits human and nonhuman inhabitants.
 
Measure 4 Design for Water
Good design conserves and improves the quality of water as a precious resource.
 
Measure 5 Design for Economy
Good design adds value for owners, occupants, community, and planet, regardless of project size and budget. 

Measure 6 Design for Energy
Good design reduces energy use and eliminates dependence on fossil fuels while improving building performance,
function, comfort, and enjoyment.
 
Measure 7 Design for Wellbeing
Good design supports health and well-being for all people, considering physical, mental, and emotional effects on
building occupants and the surrounding community.
 
Measure 8 Design for Resources
Good design depends on informed material selection, balancing priorities to achieve durable, safe, and healthy
projects with an equitable, sustainable supply chain to minimize possible negative impacts to the planet. 
 
Measure 9 Design for Change
Adaptability, resilience, and reuse are essential to good design, which seeks to enhance usability, functionality, and
value over time.
 
Measure 10 Design for Discovery
Every project presents a unique opportunity to apply lessons learned from previous projects and gather information
to refine the design and construction process.

https://www.aia.org/resources/6077668-framework-for-design-excellence


SAMPLE ONLY - DO NOT USE. Please download the Common App here. The first tab is fillable, and the
completed App will show on the second tab. Fields that are not applicable or where information is unavailable
can be left blank. Please contact AIA Middle TN with any questions. 

COMMON APP
SAMPLE DOCUMENT
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https://aiamidtn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/DesignExcellence_CommonApp_2023v1_UNLOCKED.xlsx
https://www.aiaaustin.org/sites/default/files/commonapp_2021_final.xlsx


SAMPLE PAGE 2 ONLY - DO NOT USE. 
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Project demonstrates the highest level of design, performance, and sustainability.

The AIA Middle TN Design Awards program recognizes the following levels of achievement:

Project demonstrates exceptional design quality and performance.

 This award can be given in addition to awards of excellence, merit, or commendation.

Awards will be announced and presented to architects of winning projects at the annual Celebration of
Architecture on October 19, 2023. 

Optional Awards given to projects deemed worthy of recognition.

AWARDS CEREMONY

HONOR AWARD

Additional Awards

PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD

AWARD LEVELS + CEREMONY 
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MERIT AWARD

CITATION AWARD

All entries will be eligible to receive this award, which will be evaluated relative to the AIA/COTE Framework for
Design Excellence.

The jury may elect to recognize projects that improve racial equity through impactful and thoughtful design.

EXCELLENCE IN SUSTAINABLE DESIGN


